
Fishing TV star enjoys new lifestyle at Pelican Waters

Coast reels
in Rob Paxo
JANINE HILL

ROB Paxevanos sits on a
timber platform at a small
beach on the edge of a
Pelican Waters canal and

dangles his bare toes in the
sand.
He has finished work for the

day and, when we are done talking,
he will paddle his kayak home or

maybe a bit further and have a fish.
This is the lifestyle that lured the

fishing journalist and host of WIN TV’s
Fishing Australia to the Sunshine Coast
with his wife and their four children
three months ago.

What he and his family could do on
only a handful of days a year in
Canberra, they can do most days of
the year on the Sunshine Coast.

“The climate here means that we’re
doing things. You can plan for a few
nights a week where you can go out
and go for a paddle. Before I used to
have to load the kayak on to the roof
and drive somewhere and then unload
it,” he said.

The Sunshine Coast, and specifically
Pelican Waters, ticked all the boxes for
the fishing journalist and former
environmental engineer.

He has a choice of waters to fish –
the beach, the ocean, the

Pumicestone Passage, estuaries,
creeks, not to mention the freshwater
creeks and lakes – and the climate and
water temperature are right to use
them year-round.

Schools and tertiary education are
handy for the Paxevanos kids – Caitlyn,
15, Emily, 12, Hailey, 5, and Zoe, 2 –
and a major airport is less than an
hour’s drive away for when Mr
Paxevanos needs to go away to film.

But the best part of the move for Mr

Paxevanos is being able to enjoy the
outdoors with his family, instead of
mainly writing and reporting on it.

“Part of the plan for living up here
was for my kids to get the
opportunities to experience the
outdoor activities that I do in my
travels,” he said.

The girls have embraced their new
environment.

The older girls paddle the canals to
visit their friends and they have been
mastering the fishing and boating
knots their father has been teaching
them.

Mr Paxevanos was brought up to
enjoy the outdoors.

His family had a farm at Whittlesea,
in Victoria, but spent many a weekend
at a beach house on the coast, where
they all did a lot of fishing.

After school, Mr Paxevanos, like his

father, became a welder, before going
on to study civil and environmental
engineering.

Fishing was a hobby that grew in to
a career, but he always had a leaning
towards outdoors and fishing shows.

“The things that gripped me were
the fishing documentaries. The first
true fishing shows were with people
like Malcolm Douglas and Alby
Mangels and later Rex Hunt ” he saidMangels and later, Rex Hunt, he said.

“I think the fishing documentaries
and the travel and learning about the
environment and how you might be
able to fish sustainably were always
important to me.”

“I was always interested in doing
what I do now – fishing journalism, and
books and documentaries.”

Mr Paxevanos, who works from
home when he is not away shooting,

acknowledges that he has a “dream
job”, but said there were some hard
yards involved that audiences and
readers did not see when they
watched the program or read an
article.

He has recently released a book,
Australian Fishing Basics, and
instructional DVDs are on the cards,
but after some further research,
particularly on sustainable fishing.p y g

He sees part of his role as teaching
people the “right way” to fish – what to
catch, what to throw back, and how to
throw a fish back so that it survives.

“You might think more people fishing
is going to be hard on the environment
but no, if they do it right, there’s plenty
of room,” he said.

“Educated anglers, who take care
and put a lot of thought into what they
are doing, are going to be the
guardians of the environment. They are
going to report chemicals spills or
pollution or damage.”

Naturally curious, he continues to
build on his knowledge of fish and the
environment.

“It’s a learning process for me – I’m
always learning new things and
refreshing what I know,” he said.

“When you put a fish on the table, it’s
the homework that’s got it there. That’s
what makes me happy.”

Like every fisherman, Mr Paxevanos
enjoys reeling in a big one, but there is
more to his love of the sport than that.

“There’s the fishing itself, and then
there’s the travel, and learning about
the environment, and to fish
sustainably and protect the
environment also appeals to me.”

While Mr Paxevanos is happy to help
his fans and followers improve their
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WHAT A CATCH: Fishing journalist Rob Paxevanos has moved to the Sunshine Coast. PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED
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catch, he said fishing had the potential
to have a greater impact on people’s
lives.

“I’m passionate about seeing people
get results from fishing because that’s
my experience, but what follows from
that is a natural experience, an outdoor
experience, and that’s healthy,” he
said.

“In some ways, it’s almost a spiritual
experience, because you’re connected
with the reality of life – you’re
disconnected from the office and
work.”

Sitting on the end of a timber
platform, dangling my toes in the sand,
I think he’s on to something.

Educated anglers,
who take care and
put a lot of thought
into what they are
doing, are going to be
the guardians of the
environmentenvironment.

Rob Paxevanos

Rob Paxevanos wants to educate
people about sustainable fishing.
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GOOD LIFE:
Rob’s family
regularly go
for a paddle
now they live
at Pelican
Waters.
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